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CONFIDENTIAL BRAZZAVILLE 0121 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PINT CG US 

SUBJ: US RELATIONS WITH CONGO 

1 . CHARGE IS DEPARTING BRAZZAVILLE TO RETURN TO DEPT FOR CONSULTATIONS 

FEB 2. WHILE WE HAD PLANEED TO PROVIDE GENERAL WRAP-UP MESSAGE PRIOR 
TO DEPARTURE, BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MORE TIMELY AND RELEVANT TO DRAFT 
ONE FOLLOWING COMPLETION OF CURRENT NGOUABI ASSASSINATION TRIAL. 
PROSECUTION IS ENDING ITS CASE, AND DEVELOPMENTS OVER CONCLUDING WEEK 
OF THE ROCESS LIKELY WILL SHAPE INTERNAL GOCB DVELOPMENTS FOR TIME 
TO COME. CABINET CHANGES ALSO MAY BE COMING UP, WITH POSSIBLE ROLE FOR 

COMMANDANT RAOUL. 

2. UNMISTAKEN TO DATE HAS BEEN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FORM AND CON- 
TENT OF CONGOLESE "SOCIALISM". PRES YHOMB Y -OPANGO HAS BEEN 
WORKING TO ATTRACT CAPITALISM FROM WEST, PARTICULRLY UNITED STATES, 
AWARE THAT WE DO NOT SEEK CLIENT-STATE RELATIONSHIP. AT SAME TIME, 
HOWEVER, DESPITE ITS FEELINGS ABOUT FRANCE, MILITARY COMMITTEE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRAZZA 00121 040010Z 

(CMP) RECOGNIZES THAT FRENCH ROLE IS VITAL IN ECONOMY, AND IS TAKING 
NEW LOOK AT HOW IT MAY BE AUGMENTED. COOPERATION MINISTER GALLEY'S 
VISIT (SEPTEL) WAS SIGNIFICANT IN THIS REGARD. MEANWHILE, SOCIALIST 
RHETORIC DRONES ON. YET CONGOLESE ARE REALIZING MORE AND MORE THAT 
SOVIET INTERESTS HERE MAY BE SECONDARY TO THEIR DESIRES TO BE WELL 
PLACED SHOULD ZAIRE SITUATION DETERIORATE. 
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3. CONCERNING OUR OWN RELATIONS, DEPT MIGHT GET FLAVOR OF CONGOLESE 
ENTHUSIASM BY OUR CITING IUST A FEW THINGS WHICH WE HAVE SEEN 
WITHIN SPACE OF LAST FEW DAYS: CONGOLESE HAVE OFFICIALY ASKED FOR A 
PEACE CORPS PROGRAM. BAKER-SANDERS VISIT WAS VERY SUCCESSFUL. AMERICAN 

OIL PEOPLE AT POINTE-NOIRE TELL US CONGOLESE HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY 
CORDIAL IN THEIR RELATIONS. SECRETARY-GENERAL OF MINFONAFF ORGANIZED 
DINNER IN HONOR OF VISITING DESK OFFICER KATES. POINTE-NOIRE CULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION PLEADED TO US FOR MOVIE PROIECTOR AND AMERICAN FILMS. 
LOCAL HOTEL IN POINTE-NOIRE HAD "AMERICAN NIGHT", WITH US FLAGS 
HANGING IN RESTAURANT OVER BUFFET FEATURING AMERICAN DISHES, AND 
CHEF'S TOQUE BEARING SMALLER VERSION OF FLAG. AND, JUST AFTER CMP 
MEMBER, ARMY HEAD NGOLLO, ASKED FOR GRANT TO ENABLE HIS NEPHEW TO 
ATTEND CUSTOMS SCHOOL AND POLICE ACADEMY IN US, CULTURE MINISTER CALLED 

TO ASK HOW SOON IT WOULD TAKE FOR US TO CRANK UP A VISIT BY THE 
BOSTON CELTICS. WE THEN LEFT TO TAKE A PASTING FROM THE CONGOLESE 
NATIONAL YOUTH GROUP, WHICH HAD INVITED EMBASSY STAFF TO PLAY VOLLEY- 
BALL AND, SEEING OUR UNCERTAIN ATHLETIC PROWESS, HAS SINCE PROPOSED A 
WEEKLY SPORTS PROGRAM. 

KATZEN 
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